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"Wiry" HARRY WARNER JR, 4~-staple fan of 303 Bryen Pl, Hagerstown, Merylanpd:
Nominetion on the Panel of Experts to selegt stuff for a Vomthology, and inclusion a-
' mong the lucky ones in the Degreeof the Fourth Staple, is a staggering double honor,
1 note further that my copy of the 43rd VOM is additionally dignified by a narrow
strip of white paper along the spine, and am wondering if this is yet another mani-
festation of the honors with which I am so suddenly overwhelmed, (yb, overlapping
inchage was an oversight on the lithografer's part, was part & parcel of all issues

~__r~nd o s P i o P Pt s g Bk i

J2377 Cryd I, whon 1 dIScoverd the error, Was thYs strip really necessary?i")  Fol-

107 ng instructions; Isfiali"start fhinking about all this now, and if I am not draf-
ted, hope to have my nominations to you as soon as the weather turns cool, The delay
for meteorological reasons is because only the first dozen VOMs are to themselves in
my fanzine collection; the others are scattered among the fanzine debris of the last
three years, and it will means a couple of hours' work digging them out, on an attic
whioch in the summer is unbsarably hot, It will be the first time, though, that the
king-sized VOMs will have o point in their favor. Finding them will be a compara-
tively simple task, omong the normal-sized detritus.
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There is surprisingly little to
comment on in the last two VOMs--the only ones handy at the moment--which is an in-
direct way of saying that VOM's greatest present need is for three or four new bones
of contention. You will have no trouble digging up letters to publish if you can in-
troduce o few new topics of sufficient interest, and I suggest that you commission
someone like Widner to take care of this job, He did a magnificent piece of work in
tho FAPA about two years eago, when things were lagging a little, by a half-page in
Yhos which resulted in tens of thousands of words of direct and related discussions
and articles, If youget the letters, maybe you'll boost the number of pages; only 15
pages of print in the last two issues is not very good,

I% is very good to note that
Gallet is still alive, although it is not very nice to see Wollheim moking accusa-
tions whose veracity neither he nor any one clse outside of France can possibly know,
ond Dunkelberger publishing the Wollheim letter without waiting until Gallet can an-
swer the charges, I am hoping that Milty learns the true facts behind the matter,
(Servifan John Cunningham was the first to comtact Freopch fan #1 in conjunction with
the gollaborationist suspicions, exonerntc Alm In"these words: ~"%i§~gfea§ﬁfiﬁis"§§§ﬂ

fi3"has been"olcarod by The:  French, Brifish: U.S.A-"depks of military investisstion!

Joe Gibson seems to be the fan whose personality has been the most radically al-
tered by military service., Rothman and Cunningham, I'd say, are running neck and
neck for the honor of retaining their natural selves in khaki, #

GEORGES GALLET, 36

Ave Maréchal Foch, Marseille, FRANCE, comments on some the promags sent bhim by Amerd-
fens: Of course, I wes in a big hurry to look into the first stf. mags I had seen
for five years, But if I may judge from such a rapid survey, it seems that there is
plenty of stories but their quality is not quite up to the standard of the late lam-
ented "ggod old days". Much of them are just plain mumbo-jumbo with no science and
sven no imagination (same plot about co-existing worlds in a lot of stories), This is
particularly strange when one notices that many of the editors are ex-science fiction
fans of old standing.
» , : Astounding still looks good and I took malicious pleasure in
3 reading Willy ley on rocketry, doubting "the Nazi...stories about...rocket guns cap-
» able of sending two tons projectiles over...one hundred and twenty-five milese,sto
devastato London" adding loarmcdly that "liquid fuel rockests have no military value...
(et they)e,.dack storability" (Astounding, April '44, pages 106 and 112). The Germns
were already manufecturing at that time twelve tons V 2 liquid fuel rodcets ! And in
Newsweek, Dec,25th '44, the British strategist Major General J. F. C. FULLER conclud-
ed " To-day the rocket has become so formidable that it ghallenges the shell and the
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poEQ...a;hd gist of the rest of the article is that the long range it
PFCKEL coutlines the shepe of the next war more clearly than any other weapon yet de-
viseds. A really logg-{ange war in which nations would try to destroy each other with

rocket barrages and without ever clashing on an actual battlefield)
; ; j This is not in-
tended to throw_a mean brick at Willy but only to show that the mere summing up of
knovn elements is not egough to play dogmatic prophet with, Especially when, as Maj,
Gen,igu%iir Sﬁys, "we live in extraordinary times -in days of strange and violent
possibi ies",.. Doesn't that look 1iys a science fiction bonanza 1
ind tho fission of the atom, o bomansa split!) v b il

. i Even though I om teasing, I like Wil-
lyts articles and hope to read more soon, 3 3 )

: : . Speaking of pictures, as LIFE would say,

Forrest's spectacles give him quite a mephitophelic grin... and Tigrina certainly
looks devillish on her picturecs in VOM...
: i Doar Sergento: Thank you for the Junc
issue of VOM. Will you convey my congratulations to Alve Rogers, pleasc? The artist
did o most effective job on the cover (inmspired by "No Womon Born®), and visuanlized
Deirdre much more clearly than I had donc, The idea of using two figures--por Beforo
ond After--was especially nice, and, of course, I'm flattcred that my story was chos-
en for picturization, //y

25% (Cldoore)

Cangdifan LES CROUICH, Bx 121, Parry Sound, Outario, describos o don of famdquity
he has up his sleeve (& we bear ho hng Jjust the sizo sleove for if!): Is a now
phase showing itself in fandom? I mean this emmigration from the family circle to the
sacred procinets of o den, either within, or without, the confines of the domestic
ostablishments. :

You, Forry, have your famous goarnge. Now, whether that is also your
fan den I don't know., But you do apparantly have a separate building in which are
your books, whether the ones for swap or your collcetion clso I still do not kww,
but,...well, why rcpeat it (ggg. lad, there aint no room for my gollection in the
Garaze-~there's hardly space £OF the swapzimos?)™ ™ ™" ™7 7 o

Dunkelberger recently turned core
ponter and wont to work with saw and hammer and, I olso wouldn't be surprised, to the
tune of much wifely counsel, and rigged himself up a den with semi-air-conditioning,
IF you pleases in the attic of his Fargo home.

Thus it goes, Here and there fons
want o don all to themselves, and are aiming toward that as port of their postwar
plons, dreaming of it, or actually working on it. (Them?)

Now thot the prefaco has
been taken cere of, let me come to what this letter is about. To witsmnd foraooth and
halitosis: I have laid the cement foundation of e 20' x 20! building here, which, un-
der one roof, will give me a gorage with o cement floor, a radio shop where I ma ke
the werewithall, the long green, the filthy lucro, the simoelons, the folding money
that keeps me going, ond in addition MY OWN LITTLE DEN!

Yessir, a den completely
outside of the house, where I can make all the racket, raise all the rukus I wish to
a1l hours of the clock ond nobody to yell "Go to bed!" or "Quit that noise!" In this
little nook I shall move my books, my swap stock, my duplicator with Light Publica-
tions, and verious other sundries. I may move my phono out therc with my records or I
my leave thet in the house where it is now. It will depend on room, the way I think
then, and dozens of other little factors, small but important.

But it does mean I
will have o fan-room-den completely self contained- cooled in summer by a fan system
something like Dunk's (there's o crgck there somewhere--I can feel the draftl--bu
1'd only put myself behInd™thé ventil-eZBall.lT), and heated in winteér by an oil™"
Reator, It will mean having my duplicator (Capadian for mimeograf) always set up
roady for use at o moment's notice, It will mean faving Wy books handy, and my swaps
on shelves so I'11 know what I have got and where it is without having to literally
disinter it as is the case right now,

Tho den will be something like 10' by 10! with
o 7t ceiling., I weuld like to finfsh the walls and ceiling off with venoer and then
varnish them to give n wooden panelling, (Shade of A. Hyatt Verrilli's "The Mon Who
Could Veraish", that olden invisibilityernl) Phe "Floor will be covered with battle-
ship 1incloum., Theré will™b¢ one window, and the walls will be filled with shelves so
everything will be off the floor and yot casy to get at. Thers will be a door separu-
ting it from the radio shop for privacy and also OppPoOArancc.

The entire building 1is
going to be finished with rock-faced fire-proof shingles, rock-faced fire-proof brick
siding, well insulated against out 30 and 40 below winters and 100 and 105 above sum-
mers, and, in the winter, the winds that howl right off the lake before us, out of
the wbst.

The place will be 100% electrified. (Lay that puncil down, Ack--1)

I am
keeping & photographic record of it as it goes up. The foundation is in right now. So
when it is finally finished there ought to be some pics of the finished product to
send around so people can se¢ how the bear of Parry Sound dens up in the winter time.

BON LANE, editor Gemini, raises his sights from 22 Beresford Rd, Longsismt, Men-
chester, LNGLAND: It 1s & sobering thought that on my birthday (New Yrs) when I was
sngaged in o hectic convention your brother should die on some far field. Man has toc
little imagination - immately selfish he lives very largely in himself, It needs an
inmediate stimulus to arousc his humanity - o million could die in China and be for-
gottén here, while & squashed dog brings nightmares and tears. Yet 1ifo would be im-
mensly miserable if man could conceive & fraction of its horrors.
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To deal at random with VOM,.. one thing which tickled me immensely
wes Laney's desoeription of the swful fate under whose shadow the commoners of fandom
walk; to be eriticised by one of the aristocracy in the fan press, Oh my. 2
More seri-
ously, I feel that all this argufying with its sly innuendoes and inferred superiori-
ties is for the bad. There is room for o great deal of mutual toleration in fandom in
thoe futurc. After all, fans have a very congenial hobby and much oppor?unity for ex-
pression in the manifold activities of their kind, and each can find kindred contacts,
But whon one faction indulges in intllectual sneers to satiate their egos bad blood
is created, You don't win arguments by jeers, however refined, If you went to col-
lect SF do so; if you want to criticise SF collectors do so - but remember an essen-
tial to any community is tolerance between members and a code of good menners, £
e
people have mentioned their pleasure at seeing music anong the subjects up for disgc-
tion - and here perhaps lies the root of a mew policy for VOM. I am in agreement with
the brief comment I noted of HW jnr. as to such being desirable - and why not make an
offort to represent more fully the scope of fannish interests? Painting, sculpting,
literature, ony damn thing from the facts of life to its faults, You'd get plenty of
moterial I think - the immature fans of the carly doys have grown up to maturity with
the result that their interests have far transcended fandom; and VOM could reflect
these interests to a much greater degree than it does., How about a positive pursuit
of the policy indicated? Qr is it too treasomable? (What say, do U find Lane's sug-
gestion too t-reasomblo?)

Musie - I confess to my own distatse of Jazz and the
things one a@sociates with it, mot because, as Johnson so strangely remark s it isn't
misics but because for me the criteria of music is its poetical value; indeed, I
think this is the criteria of any art - the expression of the spiritual in man. One
feelg with music and peinting and the other arts, rather than understands them, The
under stending of art - or rather of its mking - adds point to the appreciation, but
the main ceriter ia is the succes of the art in communicating its rich spiritual con-
tont., But as Ruskin says, to fully appreciate art it is necessary to discipline the
imagination- to observe the detail,

; Probably the above will find disfavour if sny
rationalists still exist in fandom; oh well,

Because of the sbove I have no liking
for Jazz, Its appeal is emotionnl, altho perhaps the performer might wrest enjoyment
out of the opportunities for improvisation it affords, It is the ephemeral product of
an age without a background, sans religion and sans reason,

Look, if Kepner recom-
nends a book why can't I? You ell know Aldous Huxley, and perhaps some of you know
his last work, TIME MUST HAVE 4 STOP. It's a fairly longish novel, full of contrast-
ing characters typically Huxleian, nll of whom stand in contrast to & mystic, Bruno,
whom we know chiefly by his effect uopn the ostensible hero, Sebastian, o young poet.
Huxleyuses his chracters to show the foilings of the human soul; Sebastians father,
an ardent left winger, who is bitter because his efforts haven't resulted in power...
notably Bustace, a sophisticated aesthcte, a fascinating chracter, an exponent of the
good life, He dies, typically, in a bathroom, when we get an mazing picture of his
agonised ego in oternity,

Kepners classification of fandom seems rathor futile to me;
one or more or all of his points will doubtless be applicable to any reader, but the
only lesson to be learnt is that there ars as mny tyres of fan as there are individ-
uals, If you want to pigeon-hole anything remember that even the pigeon-holes are
bound together in a greater metrix .. and so on ad infinitum,

A point is that those

who are interested in No4 - cultural matters - haven't even a fan mag to their mme,

Surely something ought to bc dme about this ~ how albut it Harry, Willie, and cortes
other Amerifans and several Britishers??

EMILE & GREENLEAF ystery St,
New Orleans la, asks: Want to get a laugh? Read John PoldgETsl%%%t¥¥ in thg_ia-
test Amazing (Sept). "Necrominieon™, "Arkton".....,ha! It slays me! How in the
hell could Palmer fall for such a thing}l1??7? (Clas® Arkton Smith or Howard Phipps
Lovecraft only knows!) Hmmm.....I1 wonder--is Poldea the guy's real name, or.seeees
Kckermin, have you been in o Palmer-baiting mood lately? Either you or Loney or Mel
Brown, or onyone, for that matter? Hmm? (Tis de-baitable!)

T el RSB Evidently Gerald Hewett

needs to be told the facts of life. He wants to know what a girlt*s got that o copy

of Astounding hasn't got! Oh, brother] (Eve had less leaves than Astoundipg, that's

for surel But if U'd rather whistle at o stf mag Than & shapely Bag, U're a sclénce”
. _ I think I have a duplicate that I could send to Gallet., Ifll
sec if I con get it sent off, Moybe Juncau, Almett (the two local slans) and I could
euch put in o mag or two, and mke up a nice little bundle to send to him. (Good.
Meiling restrictions are 1ifting now & mogs need no longer be sent first class, If
pggggg%1g%g§%ﬁggg§;g§§"§§¥g kept g gﬁg? donating gamsﬁﬁéﬁé scicntirictionnl ™o Geor-
rus Gollet, they meed no longer stend in your way: GContribute something €6 Aim €oda
et 36 Lye M. Foch, Horseills, Framces)™ 7~ 77 R it v oo
- A good project for fandom would be to try and
locate former fans (if any) on continental Europe., In fact, after Japan quits, we
should try and spread the gospel of stf. all over the earth, so that eventuanlly we

may sey, "the sun never sets on fandom." Nice, huh? You can sey that right now for
that matter, for aren't thore servifans all over the globe?

1 Ho-hum. 1It's late,
negrly qayn in fact, so I must bc getting back to my coffin before sunrise. (Ig
Emilo alming to cmulate Dracula? 4 son of Draculs, as it werer I wonder, whaf timo

doss the"son £1s8%)

[
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(R JBalll takos~time off from editins that sterling fanzipe Shangri-

L'Affeires to write his rivel. Hebotage is suspected--a deliborats atteimpt Lo lower
Ton¥s stafdard., 1In these later days of my youthfull life, I have been thinking over
somethings which in the dim, hoary past have supplied me with countless hours of joy-
ous controversy., One of the things that used up so much of my time was the mechanical
¢ducature., I know a follow back i n Texas-fan, of course-whos chief argument goos
somothing like this: Suppose therc was two peoples a moron and a Pr offesor, Now, if
it took the Prof, say, thirty years to get his education, then it wouldnt make him
any too happy if the moron got thesame rosults in an hour with the machine., My favor-
ite retort was,if it improves the racc ond the welfare of the race, then hooray, and
to hell with potty little items like that. But, as I said, I have boen th inking over
these things latelyand have worked out what i think is a solution. To begin with,
think of three cars, (é postwar thot, no dout.) The first has a doad battery and an
cupty gas tank (Qh-oh, wartime™JaYopy); €he second has a full tank, bul a dead bat-
tery; while the THird ha¥"66tR a™FUll tank and a live battory. I think its feirly ob-
vious which onec is going to run the best, The first onc can represent the moronbefore
the oporation. In this stage he has noither the knowledge (which corrcsponds in the
analogy with tho empty gas tank) nor the power of using this knowledge(which matches
the battery); in the second, he has the knowledge, but still he doesnt know how to
use it; and in the third, the Prof has boththe knowledge and the power of using it.
This will no doubt offend plenty of people, but the only difference between e moron
and enyone else is the moron doesnt know how to either assimilate theknowledge of-
fered him or to use the knowledge he has managed to capture. A nother way of looking
et it would be using § JRARLS FhAdgd fA Affﬂﬁiﬁ PrEfy as an example. He is, to our
way of thinking, definitely a moron. He doesnt know, he doesnt even know two and two
make four, Yet hs does know, if he isnt definitely a moron(which is unlikely, since
in such a culture he cither ceases to be a moron at the ripe old age of albut two, or
he conses)that when you are cold, two sticks rubbed together will produce a very wel-
come warmth, or when you brop your enemy over the head with a hundred-pound rock, he
generslly ceases to bo an active enemy.So, to get back on the original subject (or
the aboriginal subject, as it wore), my conclusion is this: You can pour all the,
knowledge you want Imfo "& morony end he '11 still be a moron, for the simple reason
thot he wont kmow how to use the knowledge. Period. The only differeonce botween Ack-
ormen and a moron is that the Ackermon knmows how to group and use his knowladge (what
knowledge he has. (Forrest J , if you corn this letter up with your ghastly puns, I'm
going tc try that rock trick myself) (0. Hewettn't do a thing like that, woud Uz It
might result in g sbony silengo from mé!)™ 4 " ” "~ SR

_ PFC JOE "OLE VINEGAR" GIBSON, our
; mm,mymmgmmmmjwmm, he was cut
;ff?z ; concludos: With tho Japs, of course, I'1l be on even a different, o more
horrible world. You can really get scared, though. You can get so you don't give o
damn, but when it gots down to where you cen fecl that pulsing organism in your
chesty and ull you can think about is to keep it pulsing, you can got scared tco.
But mon am I piffod off at having to nurse-maid these rats (ggigg§gg§) now, #

Apother artist apong the servifen, PVT Wl ROTSLER, mrites from Ft Bliss (short
for Blisster, mister?) Igx:s Don't lot this be a gomplete shock tut how much to "Hn—
g1 & VOl Govorf  (Iween #6 & $7.80. Gosh, who do U think U arc--The Winged Mon?)

Selfishly, enuf, I would like it to be onc of mine -- but woth'ell, there are
other Yartists" besides m'sclf !

Joe Gibson has nothing on me, He mey have carried
an "Astounding" & a hand grenade all over Germany, but I--braving the withering sand
storms, second lieutcnonts, and KP cf West Texas--carried--not one-~but fwo "Astound-
ings", ono coverless "Planet" Stories, a smoke grenade, about two handfuls of M3 am-
mo, 13¢, o' spare dogtag chain, osnd two dozen rifle patchs in one pocket and a comb, 2
poker chips, o pair of pliers and e copy of the "Pocket Book of Scisnce-Fistion in
the other.

This hercic action notted me another battle star to add to my service
ribbon for the Fort Bliss ocampaign. (My other decorations include the "Meritorious
Conduct Medal" for fifty missions to the Px and the "Heroic Action Award" for 100 USO
doncos—-with a gold ster for porfect attendence during the month of April. -- ilso
the "fpirly good conduct medal")

Nows isn't that better than Gibson - it isn't
gvoryone that can steadfastly brave the alien wastes of West Texas as staunchly as I,

4C/1 ALAN P RQBERTS, with the Royal Australian Airforce om Morotal, at the top
of the Helmaheras, tells us: The main effect of nctive service on me shows itself in
two ways. One is an intense desire to launch a campaign on returning to the mein-
iand, directed against the many and persistent attempts to antagonize the soldier a-
gainst the civilian. The Press out here is unflagging in its effarts in this direec-
tion their usual line being to denounce unions for striking over trivial disputes a-
bout wages, whon the boys in jungle green plough through knee-deep mud for six shill-
ings o doy. This of course, mkes the boys in jungle green a much better buy, and I
cen imagine capitalistic mouths watering at the thought of such an ideal lobour sup-
ply; but perhaps that is a cynical way of looking at it, and I should consider the
Pross's appeal to my baser emotions. Unfortunately tho tear-jerking theme cannot
compensate for the staggering illogic of the whole argument: I have no doubt that
the big boys would very much like to see the civilien working fom six bob a day and
no overtime, and at the moment the eivilian's sad plight would not greatly worry me
or any other serviceman; but I note that thec big boys have a quaint habit of retain-
ing in peace time the advantages they gained in times of stress, and so T would not
like to see tho civilian's rights curtailed one iota, for the very good reason that I
intond to become a civilian mysclf one day.

The second thought that has struck me,
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i is that I have at last found a class of people whom I can dislike in~-
tensely. This is most unusual for me, as I habitually judge e¥eryone as an individu-
al, regardless of their manner of thi ing, The people to whom I refer, who cannot
now fail to irritate me to the point pf unchecked and angry utterance, are Jap~haters.
It may seem strange, but the announcement that four million incendiaries have been
dropped on Tokyo's crowded hovels does not make me whoop with joy, and I do pot con-
sider Admiral Nimitz a grand old sea-dog when he states that the Japs are tailless
monkeys., It is quite possible that, to protect my own life, which 1 wvelue, agd the.
lives of my mates, which I also value, I will have to kill some Japanese soldiers; in
battle—-drunkenness I may even gain satisfaction from such murders; but ?ha? is no
roason why I should allow my thinking to be distorted., I realize tha? it is }1logic—
ol to despise Jap-haters, since they are morely victims of war hysteria who will pro-
bubly donate money to & Relief Fund during the first post-war Japanese earthqualke and
regain their sanity almost completely within a few short years; but in my present
circumstances it is o necessary relief to give vent to some emotion, and so I amy as
o stopgop measure, mind you, allowing my abhorrence to express itself unchecked, =

Sicpalman CHRIS YOUD, with tho Mediterrancon Forces. meditates forgefully. Re-
fering to the editoricl comcerning my brothor's dooth, he says: Your griof wos of an
order I cannot experience because of a limitation that I won't go into here. I have
yielded too many hostages in my early years in Paracosmos (the world beside the world
—-remember?) not to kmow when to keep my mouth shut., But understandable, experience-
able or not, I recognise it as grief, and I salute your response to it, There is,
from vhatever inspiration it derives, a nobility in the vow to serve humenity and a
resolve to be "zood" needs plenty of moral fibre to fulfill,

But for you, Forrest,
what is the moral standard of goodness? You have no god whose inviolability you can
respect and defend. Do you believe drinking is "bad", and free love "good"? There
is a majority that hold the opposite. Do you believe that capitalism is an obstacle
to man's progress? Your countrymen disagree, Do you believe in doing good for hu-
manity, despite humanity? We have no evidence that Hitler and Mussolini and Frenco
did not think the same, The puritan benevolent reformer of today is the blood-soaked
tyrant of the future,

So, when you rosolve to dedicate the memory of Alden in making
your own life a crusade I can applaud, but I cannot agree. We have each our life to
live and mankind finds more solid happiness in the small pleasantrics than in the
grond projects. The "right guy" that you decry brings his small measure of happincsr
into other people's lives and they will settle for that rather than for the Brave Net
Futures of idealism, And rightly I think, If you could achieve even saint-like
goodness you would not make people happier. Rether you would make them unhappy as
they contrasted their own weaknesses with your strength. For most of us one of the
mein drives that keeps us living is tho realisation of the others morally even more
impoverished than we are. (I find this a very thremetic philosophy. 1 like the

lyrics of "Swingin' Op A Star"; that say? "Ucen be betler thed Uare!) " "

Crusades
springing from sources as fine and noble as your love and grief for Alden have
brought terror and suffering and hate, I think perhaps he might consider it a bette:
memorial to be remembered always as ~-- "s gpeet kid, almost 21". There are, after
all, worse things than thet. For the lad can grow up and see his illusions betrayed
and the things he loved made hateful, Living is not always gain. (Must illusions
always be betrayd? For always & slways & always? Indeed, Living--gince the Begin-
ning--séems to me to faye beenl more of o pain than a gain; AT If man ever 1s to be
emincipated from Unsetisfactory Existence, 1 sficud like at Ieast™a onme~Iine "mention
in"the Hao's Who of Who Hilﬁﬁﬂ S Sl b g e RO B e
_ B I can't make up my mind whether
it is a good or bad thing that this war has ended (the European end) not in talk of
disarmement and lasting peace but in peace-time conscription and power politics. I
am now making a prophecy for the lads to worry over, btased on my admittedly limited
knowledge of politics, and on several large-sized possibilities, First is the com-
ing British election (}gEEg{ dated 13 June 45), on the rosult of which hangs the fat
of the world for fifty years or mores 1 prodict -~ that the socialists will be re-
turned to offico and power. You will be able to check esn that soon. My next assump-
tion is that the inevitable capitalist-fascist counter-revolution in England will
fail, If thosec two premises hold, the next twenty ycars will ses the consolidation
of Europe into & loosely-knit association of socinlist states under Anglo-Russian
éeadgrship. Along with Europe will go socialist Australia, New Zeoland and, possibl
onada,

The U.S,A. of course is set on an uncompromisingly capitalist path. As a
result there will be a colossal slump over there, in, perhaps, 19556 to 1960, I be-
lieve (the other huge assumption) that your country will then face two alternatives-
gsocialism or fascism, And I think the capitalist leaders of your mation will choose
for you--~fascism,

From then on my prophecy is horribly plain and easy. I suggest
1955-1970 as the time during which it is most likely that the 3rd World War will
brealk out -- between the Amerieas on the one hand and most of the rest ¢f the world
on the other. Ineluding Gt. Britain,

: i It will be as bitter a war as any in history,
fgr.on.lts outcome will depend the destiny of the planet. WNaturally I hope my side
will win, And betause I belicve in the greater economic efficiency of socialism I
believe it will,

I wonder how many fans will have put me down as an Americanophobe
on the st?ength of that prophecy. Tain't so, you lmow. Individually I like Ameri-
cing}..1 But the American Way of Life --~ well, let's say I'm a BEuropean and leave it
e at,

! I hope my pronhecy is wildly wrong., I hove wour PAC is vowerful enough to
make it so., And there are such odd items as India and Chiness Asia, though I am al-
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/ot oeertudn thelr geostiny is leftwards. But, although I like Americans and
“hough I huve never met Russians, for my own future, for the future of my country
wiil the world, if ever Gt. Britain has to choose between allying herself with a Rus-
sia of 20 years continued evolution from.today, or an America of the same —me— I hope
wo glly with Russia, # :

g .4k 8 letter dated 7 July 4D, JACK SPEER of 5229 University
wys Sgotble 5, Viosh, discourses: Latest Vom arrived just the other doy, and the
three back 1ssues this afternoon. Like Palmer's Grand 0ld Book says, the last shall
be firsts

In Vom 39, your interpolation in Decby's lettor (DBT ompson--draet the
fallon archeos this machine has developt!) gives me an occasion fo use this quotation
rrom Bolow the Potomnc:  "MIss MIECHS1T must heve offerod up orisons to the Deity for
the fact that nobody in the motion picture perpetrated that abominable slander a-
geinst Che fair nameo of Southern civilization, the use of 'you all' to denote only
one person. It seems futile to protest that such usage exists only as a figment of
the Northern imagination.® That for you, suh!

Dick ond you err in referring to me
as o teetotalor. (Dick referd to: Sgt Dick Wilson,) I don't think I've ever paid
for o drink, though.  Yes I liavé, too; up in Quoboc couple months ngo, It was sup-
posed to be just a loan, but the other guy diseppeared, (What did U have to drink,
TeRighing grome do monthe?) i€ A Pl e LYY

To a limited extent Doc's statement may be correct, thet
any extra intelligence, sophistication, maturity, or desirobility of fen would not be
due to reading stef. However, there are othor qualitics more important than sophis~-
tication, for ons, which reading our literature does dovelop, Kepner mentions some
of these in his Manifesto,

Might eas well skip to tho Manifesto, sinee I mentioned
it, Hc has suggested that it would be interesting to seo if film fans could intro-
vert thomselves and produce o “fandom" similar to ours, While I think that there are
particular qualities called for in enjoying stef that are tied up with fan activi-
ties, they seem insufficient of themselves to have produced all this, Especially as
frndom as it now is did not appear in about the first ten yeors of mngazine science-
fiction, Somehow the begimnings of fandom were cast up almost by chance, but once in
existence, becamo a dynamic, growing thing, Just as the first life on Earth came in-
to oxistences im a particular year out of a thousand years in which it was possible,
end might not have rcappeared for centuries if that first spark had been extinguished,
Geey ain't we deep!

I wonder if tho hard-to-plense roaders are the latest development
of the original cnthusinstic reader-critics, It would be interesting to know if peo-
ple like Poter Duncen started out as enthusiastic as a Jock Darrow.

Kepner's nine-
fold division of interost might be opon to question in particulars, but the general
principle, that of pluralism rathor than duclism or monism, is one to which I'm at-
tracted in thinking about many things., For instonce, I've about abandoned the iden
of o summum bonum at the base of ethics, in preference to the rather pluralistic
"values" theory.

To return to the letters: Harry Warner's suggestion of solving
mailability doubts by toking questioned materinl to the local postoffice seoms so for
simpler than the prescnt FAPA system of mniling copies to one or mors officers for
decision, that I wonder it hasn't been adopted, Is there a snaog in it somewhere?®
(U said it, Snaggle-tooth!)

LTS e o The Nock conclusion Jimmy mentions, that taste and man-
ners should prevall over the courts of law, religion, and morals, seems to amount to
the Hellenlic idea of justice, Maine says that they tried to settle each case on whot
eppearcd to be its merits, without reference to previous similar decisions. The
trouble with that 1s that in any dispute that is carried to bar, there must be an ap-
parently strong case on both sides, and the decision is very likely to be what Dunk-
olberger would call "setting onets own prejudices ond opinions up in opposition to
onother's", Under modern systems, people cun usunlly tell in adwence whether what
theytre doing will be judged right or wrong.

About democracy debasing literary
taste --1 dunno. I was in a secondhand meg shop this noon, and saw a lot of the old
Big Three, and was amazed at how putrid the drawing s and ad illustrations were, that
we, and grownups as well, swallowed eagerly at the time, If our tastes have improved
that much in 15 years (and I believe it is due to an improvement in taste), I cannot
got pessimistic about the future of esthetics, See also "Blind Alley" in Unknown,

Now to Vom 40:
You don't know, maybe Don Jalbert has a reason for that extra n
on "fandomn" !

Unger 1s decidedly not the man for collectors with a small starting
stock to turn to, He says frankly that he aims at filling the few gaps in large col-
lections; when some new fan writes to him about getting & lot of oldies, he refers
them elsewhere, They'd have to be young Croesuses., (To follow interpolation: Is
that quip really necessaryf) (If U were a Frenchman, Chas MoNutt--who holds copvryt
on that pun--woud no dout "sop""l for "yaur Iast ¢entimet '

: Re your introduction of
him as Willie Maliano Watson -=I wos under the impression that "Maliano", &t,least at
first, designoted that brite-eyed fourteen-year-old, Harry Honig., Has he been Idon-
tifged as Watsont (U Just don't care who U ineite to.sue Us 8o U7 Watson is 1§ or
17, ok . X
E Bgo's (Arthur Clarke) letter is up to the high British standarB. Sincé he uses
the gquote "thé& TIght "that™never wos on land or sea™, I wonder if he .ean tell me Wwhero

it comes from, # , : =
Speer leads off Yom #45 discussing tho contents ‘of Vom #4F,
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